The Voice, Summer 2004: Volume 49, Issue 4 by Dordt College
Digital Collections @ Dordt
Dordt Voice, 1955- University Publications
Summer 2004
The Voice, Summer 2004: Volume 49, Issue 4
Dordt College
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcollections.dordt.edu/dordt_voice
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the University Publications at Digital Collections @ Dordt. It has been accepted for inclusion in
Dordt Voice, 1955- by an authorized administrator of Digital Collections @ Dordt. For more information, please contact ingrid.mulder@dordt.edu.
Recommended Citation

















new CEO of Adams
Thermal Systems
DORDT COLLEGE
Students from all disciplines will participate in interdisciplinary study in the Kuyper Scholars Program.
with like-minded students will inspire and
challenge them to more scholarly work.
"Students and alums have been asking
for an honors program for some time," says
Sikkema, who teaches physics. He is partic-
ularly enthusiastic about the opportunities
the program offers for more interdiscipli-
nary study.
"This is a program that is unique to
Dordt College, built upon our view of the
student and our vision for education," he
says. He and Dengler believe the program
can better prepare academically gifted stu-
dents to be leaders in the Christian commu-
nity and the world. By so doing they
believe the college can better meet the
needs of these students.
The scholars program offers a variety
of options to students who wish to partici-
pate. Those who complete the program will
earn a KSP minor of eighteen credits. Some
students may elect to participate in a less
concentrated way, earning KSP credits, but
not completing the minor. First-year stu-
dents in the program will begin by taking
KSP 151, Rhetoric and Christian
Scholarship, a course that fulfills the
general education requirement for English
Kuyper Scholars Program to debut
!OI and Communication I!O. Students will
do rhetoric projects and research on issues
related to Christian scholarship.
Throughout their college career KSP
students will have the opportunity to earn
credits through "scholar contracts." These
contracts, which add greater theoretical and
interdisciplinary depth to course work, are
arranged with individual professors and add
one to three credits to those already
received for a course. Students will do
research, writing, presentation, or perform-
ance in addition to regular or modified
COlITSework. Upper class students may set
up these contracts beginning next fall for
KSPcredit.
For example, Sikkema says, a student
might contract to earn KSP credit by study-
ing the physics of music as a supplement to
his introductory physics course. Sikkema
would help set up relevant activities that
would build on the knowledge of oscilla-
tions and waves discussed early in the
course.
Individual and group projects are a
third way for students to participate and
earn credit. KSP students will present the
(continued on page 2)
Sally Jongsma
Since she came to Dordt College fouryears ago, Dr. Mary Dengler hasnoticed a small but steady number of
students who always want to dig a little
deeper, to read and learn more than is
required in their courses.
"They hang around after class asking
follow-up questions, sharing something
they are reading or thinking about," she
says.
For these students, the new Kuyper
Scholars Program (KSP) may be just the
thing, says Dengler, who along with Dr.
Arnold Sikkema will coordinate the new
honors program when it officially begins in
the fall of 2005.
"The program is for students who are
keen about academics:' says Sikkema.
Dengler describes the kinds of students she
envisions in the program: those who are
curious, who read beyond what they must,
who are interested in research, and who
enjoy discussing ideas.
Dengler, who teaches in the English
department, believes that giving such stu-










KSP is a new kind
of honors program
(continued from page 1)
results of their projects to groups of other
students in the program.
These projects do not just give
students harder material to master, hut pro-
vide ways for them to make connections
with other disciplines, say Dengler and
Sikkema. A student in an agriculture class,
for example, could research the ecological
effects of large-scale farming. Several
students could develop a business plan
to start up an enterprise such as a new
campus coffeehouse, writing a paper
on the impact the coffeehouse could
have on the academic community.
The fourth element of the program
involves interacting with campus speak-
ers and discussing ideas that arise from
their lectures. Special discussions with
guest speakers and student-led follow-up
discussions will be planned for KSP
participants.
Sikkema believes that KSP students
will gain a better sense of what it is to be a
Christian in the academic world and of
what Christian scholarship is about as a
result of the program. And he hopes that
the interdisciplinary emphasis of the pro-
gram will encourage students to go
on to graduate school in areas they might
not have considered before.
"The number of and need for inter-
disciplinary degrees is increasing in our
world," he says. "We want students that
God has gifted academically to develop
those gifts to their greatest potential and
then use them to give leadership and serve
others."
Dr. Mary Dengler and Dr. Arnold Sikkema will be co-directors of the new scholars program.
The Kuyper Scholars Program is a program for highly motivated and academically
gifted students who are seeking scholarly challenges beyond and throughout the regular
curriculum. It is a program in Christian scholarship that emphasizes interdisciplinary work
and seminar participation and leadership. The Kuyper Scholars Program seeks uot only
to prepare, for kingdom service, those students who are gifted to become leaders in the
Christian community and the rest of the world, but also to advance the academic
atmosphere for all students and facnlty at Dordt College.
Program Goals
Students who enroll in this program will
o Develop their understanding of integral Christian scholarship.
o Increase their ability to do interdisciplinary and collaborative scholarly work.
o Identify and cultivate their scholarly gifts.
o Develop a Kuyperian sense of scholarly work as serviceable insight.
j Same Old, Same Old?
Carl E. Zylstra
Personally, I can get pretty excitedabout the new strategic plan for DordtCollege. After all, we like to invite
students, as our admissions brochure
says, to "Find Your Place in God's
World." What I like about the new
restatement of our mission, our
vision, and our strategy for service is
that it outlines the way in which we
as a college seek to find our place in
God's world over the next half
decade and beyond.
But I do have some hesitancy. It's
quite possible that some are going to
read this restatement of our hopes
and dreams and conclude that, at age
fifty, Dordt College really hasn't
found much of anything new to say.
The new statement is concise and clear:
As an institution of higher education com-
mitted to the Reformed Christian perspec-
tive, the mission of Dordt College is to
equip students, alumni, and the broader
community to work effectively toward
Christ-centered renewal in all aspects of
contemporary life.
However, careful readers will note that
the new statement does sound remarkably
similar to a 1937 call to establish a
Midwestern Christian college in harmony
with Reformed principles ... to give young
people an education that is Christian, not
merely in the sense that devotional exercises
are appended to the ordinary work of the
college, but in the larger and deeper sense
that all the class work, all the students' intel-
lectual, emotional, and imaginative activi-
Dr. Carl E, Zylstra
We do have a




ties, shall be permeated with the spirit and
teaching of Christianity.
So it wouldn't be surprising to me if
some skeptics would wonder whether after
half a century we couldn't at least have
come up with something new.
And I suppose that we could have done
so. We could have decided that we had out-
grown our original mission. Our college
could have decided that while an explicitly
comprehensive Reformed perspective was
fine for our beginning years, we now have
grown beyond such limited beginnings. We
could have decided that what worked for the
first fifty years would prove just far too con-
fining and restrictive for meeting the chal-
lenges of the next half century ahead.
Or we could have decided simply to reword
all of our past assumptions and roll out a
new image for the college as it moves
ahead. For instance, we could have decided
to stop using words and phrases such as
"Reformed," "covenant kingdom perspec-
tive," and "serviceable insight" that have
echoed across our campus over the past
decades. We could have decided that the
only thing holding us back from national
accolades is the language we use, not the
ideas we believe. We could have presumed
that if only we would adopt the language
used by the rest of the educational establish-
ment to describe their ideas and hide the
tenus we used to use to outline our own
educational principles, somehow everyone
would flock to support us.
1 hope our new strategic vision will
make clear that Dordt College is convinced
that we haven't outgrown our foundations
and that we don't need to hide our past. At
the sarne time, we are well aware that just
forcefully repeating the sarne old words over
and over again will not prepare us for the
future.
So we do have a lot of dreams for the
coming years. Perhaps most significant is
our conviction that in the next half decade
and beyond Dordt College, boldly and with
integrity, will have to establish its presence
widely across North America, especially in
its role as a leader in a comprehensive sys-
tem of K-16 Christian education. We really
do believe that it is time for Dordt College
to be widely and unabashedly known as a
center for Reformational scholarship and
academic excellence, certainly focused on
our residential campus in Sioux Center but
also through a growing impact-and
increasing presence-across North America
and beyond.
One student expressed it this way at a
campus forum called to discuss our strategic
plan: "It sounds as if what this plan is all
about is how to maintain the Reformed
focus of Dordt College while at the same
time expanding our presence and increasing
our base."
That's not a bad summary. True, some
might dismiss such thoughts as "same old,
same old." Personally, however, I'm con-
vinced that it is exactly those same old prin-
ciples that sustained Dordt College for its
first half century that also can serve as the
newly expressed and reenergized principles
that will prosper Dordt College for its future
service in God's kingdom. And, of course,
that's what really counts. As our
college motto still declares, Soli Deo
Gloria-it's all for his glory alone.
PlumbIine:
Finding a place in the
marketplace of ideas
Andrew De Young
The sign on the comer says "CornmarketStreet," but most of the locals simplycall it "Cornmarket"-and rightly so,
since there's really not much street to speak of.
Cars aren't allowed on this two-block thor-
oughfare in the heart of the city-seasoned
shoppers coming out of the Gap will cross the
street to pick up a latte at Starbucks without so
much as a glance to the right or left, and par-
ents grasp their children's hands, not for the
fear that they will be hit by a car, but for fear
that they will be lost in a sea of shopping bags
and crisscrossing legs. Even early every morn-
ing, when the delivery trucks inch down the
road and park only feet away from the stores,
people walk back and forth as if they haven't a
care in the wnrld. The truck drivers, impatient
though they are, know their place-in
Cornmarket, the pedestrians always have free
reign.
Welcome tn Oxford, England, home
of one of the world's most prestigious
universities, and the place I called "home"
for a little over three mouths. Almost every
morniug duriug my stay, I plowed through
Cornmarket on my way to class, a hectic and
tiring end to an already exhausting walk.
I would begin-after eating a piece of
buttered toast in four bites and gulping down a
cup of hot tea-by stepping out the door of my
flat in northern Oxford. After I made sure that
. ~the door to my flat, the door to the building,
b and the front gate were locked behind me, I
would proceed dowu Woodstock Road, bom-
barded by noise. A somewhat narrow road,
j Woodstock nonetheless carried a lot of traffic,
cars speeding, tailgating, and honking all
the way from quiet northern Oxford to the
crowded City Centre. The air smelled
constantly of exhaust; from time to time I
could feel a rush of air as buses whizzed by,
inches away from the curb. The bus went all
the way from my front door to my destination,
but I, a student on a rather tight budget,
couldn't afford it. Nn, I had to walk, loaded
down with a few notebooks, a couple of bulky
Victorian novels, the complete poetry of John
Milton, my day planner, and an umbrella, just
in case the ominous gray skies decided to drop
rain--{)[ worse, hail.
But what a walk! After catching a glimpse
of the beautiful garden in St. Hugb's College
full of bright yellow daffodils, I would stroll
up the street past a series of quaint and invit-
ing pubs: The Royal Oak, the Lamb and Flag,
and, of course, the Eagle and Child, where
C.S. Lewis and his Inklings met for drinks and
conversation. Then, up the street a ways,
where the beautiful and impenetrable gates of
St. John's College lay to my left, the
Asbmolean Museum to my right, and St. Giles
Church, once a part of the city wall, right in
front of me. If I wanted to (and if I had the
time), I could go a few blocks east and see
Keble College's gorgeous and awe-inspiring
chapel, take a walk in the always-green
University Parks, or browse the shelves in the
Bodleian Library.
But no malter how beautiful or inspiring
those historic sites were, Commarket was still
my favorite stop on the way to class. My first
glimpse of it, every morning, was frnm about a
block away. I couldn't see the road itself from
that distance; just a sea of bobbing heads. My
pace quickened as I crossed tbe street-the last
one cars were allowed to drive upon-s-and
plunged into the crowd. The sides of
the road were lined with shops,
some of which we have over here in
America-the Gap, McDonalds, and
Starbucks, and some we don't-
Boots and W.H. Smith. But the most
interesting thing about Commarket
was the people. The homeless, for
instance-"rough sleepers," the
English call them-selling maga-
zines with their dogs beside them to
arouse the sympathy of passers-by and to keep
them warm at night. Or the occasional group
of anti-war demonstrators, most of them sitting
with their legs crossed on mats while one
woman reads a description of the horrors in
Iraq into a bullhorn. A brass quintet from
Russia playing a selection from Bizet's
Carmen. A man with a guitar, turning up his
amp to drown out the bagpiper who has
camped out just a block away. And then every-
one else, faces coming in and out of view,
snatches of conversation becoming suddenly
audihle and then disappearing into the constant
roar.
After a few minutes of this, my walk
came to an abrupt end-I would slip down a
side street and find myself suddenly at class,
exhausted and exhilarated from the walk over.
And even as I engaged in animated discussion
with my tutors and fellow students about the
ins and outs of literary study, I cnuldn't help
but think about where I had just come from.
My mind may have been on literature, but the
energy, the adrenaline-that came from the
street.
I've been hack in the United States for
several weeks now, and when I think about
Oxford, it's often that busy marketplace that
comes to mind. It's as good a thing to remem-
ber as any, I guess. Because in the end, Oxford
is a marketplace, too----amarketplace of ideas.
Droves of people, each with their own theories
and ideologies to pedal. Each person trying to
make his way to a destination in a landscape
that always seems to be changing, moving par-
allel to some, working at cross purposes or
even colliding head-on with others.
It's very different from Dordt College, a
place where most students walk the same
paths: to and from the classroom building, to
and from the library, to and from the
Commons. In most places, sidewalks cut
across campus in a prescribed path; in others,
the way is made clear by grass worn down by
hundreds of shoes. It's not much different in
the classroom. Professors at Dordt differ on
many issues, but for the most part, they navi-
gate their way through life by using a common
set of landmarks: the sovereignty of God and
the authority of Scripture, to name a couple. In
my first five semesters at Dordt, some of these
professors taught me how to use these land-
marks for myself.
I spent my sixth semester in Oxford and
found these landmarks suddenly taken away
from me. In this marketplace of ideas, there
was no set of foundational beliefs held in com-
mon. One of my tutors thought of the Bible as
nothing more than an interesting and mildly
entertaining piece of literature. Another flip-
pantly denied the existence of ohjective truth
in a passing remark. At Dordt these statements
wnuld have been met with shock and outrage;
at Oxford, they didn't raise an eyebrow. And
my beliefs? When the opportunity arose to
share them with my tutors, they were some-
times seriously discussed, but just as often dis-
missed. Just another set of ideas in an already
crowded marketplace.
It was a bit scary at first, hut I managed.
No malter how hard it may have been for me
to maintain my beliefs in Oxford's academic
community, it would have been much harder
to abandon them and start from scratch. The
foundational assumptions taken for granted at
places like Dordt College were more impor-
tant than ever. I was in a place full of schol-
ars, each with their own book to read, their
paper recently published, or a lecture they
wanted me to attend. The Bodleian library
alone has over seven million volumes-
if I was going to read any of them with dis-
cernment, I would have to cling to the beliefs
instilled in me during my first five semesters
at Dordt.
Gradually, I came to realize that these
foundational assumptions, these landmarks by
which I found my way worked just as well at
Oxford as they did at Dordt. Suddenly the
marketplace of ideas became more clear to me,
mnre manageable, and Oxford was trans-
formed from a confusing place where truth
didn't seem to exist into an exciting place to
live and think. Those people, moving back and
forth as they traversed a thousand different
paths, peddling a thousand different ideas,
weren't much different from people back
home-they, too, were fallen sin-
ners, searching desperately for
something they had lost. And I, my
discussion and papers shot through
with an understanding of God's
grace and the lordship of Jesus
Christ, had a message that they
responded to. Armed with what I
had learned at Dordt College,
twelve years at Christian schools,
twenty-odd years living with
Christian parents and attending a
strong church, I was navigating my
way through the marketplace of
ideas. I may have been a long way
from home, but as long as Oxford
belonged to my God, I could make
my way.
I still think about Oxford, and it still
looks, in my head, a lot like Commarket.
The side of the street lined with shops,
crowded windows full nf colorful merchandise.
A man stands on the corner, selling magazines,
while a woman a few feet over is holding a
sign and trying to pull people into her tiny
store. A mob of penple work the crowd,
handing out flyers for a dance club nearby.
Sitting against the wall is a homeless man
who smells of alcohol and begs for change
with slurred speech; people look away when
they approach him. I'm in there, too, walking
confidently, because I know this place, and I
know who it belongs to.
Commarket Street in Oxford
These landmarks
by which I found
my way worked




Andrew De Young (second from right), a
student writer for the Voice, spent the
spring semester on the Oxford Honors
Program sponsored by the Council of





Seven Dordt College women
qnalified for the NAIA national
outdoor track and field meet held
May 27-29 in Louisville,
Kentucky.
Kate Reinsma and Leah
Kooiker qualified in the marathon
with times of 1:26.28 for Reinsma
and 1:32.24 for Kooiker.
Jacque Scoby qualified for her
fourth time with a javelin throw of
135'7" at the Pittsburg State
University Invite during the Dordt
College track and field spring
break trip. She earned all-
American status as a sophomore.
Abbie Soodsma had a season
best time of 1:03.46 in the 400
hurdles at the GPAC conference
meet, winning the event and
making it under the standard of
1:04.5 to qualify for nationals.
Soodsma was also a part of a
4 x 400 meter relay team that
qualified with a time of 3:56.65
at the Drake Relays. Melissa
Eekhoff, Beth De J onge, and
Kristi Meendering completed the
quartet that later went on to win
the GPAC meet event.
Injuries to key members of the
Dordt College men's tearn cut
short their attempts to qualify for
the NAIA national meet, but the
Defender men did manage 16
points at the ultra-competitive
GPAC meet.
enms
The Dordt College men's and
women's tennis teams finished
their 2004 seasons in the semi-
fmal round of their respective
conference tournaments. The men
put together a 6-8 match record,
including a first-round conference
tournament win over Midland
Lutheran.
The Lady Defenders were
7-10 in matches played and beat
Doane in the GPAC toumament
before bowing out. The women
were 4-3 in conference play this
season and entered the tournament
as the number three seed.
Eric Gritter, a junior from
Byron Center, Michigan, earned
GPAC honorable mention after
going 6-8 in singles play.
Allison Jones, a sophomore
from Davenport, Iowa, was named
to the All-GPAC second team
after spending most of the season
as Dordt College's number one
seeded player. Molli Vander
Klok, a senior from Grandville,
Michigan, was given honorable
mention after a 7-5 season in
singles play for the Lady
Defenders.
Jones and Vander Klok earned
doubles player honors as well.
Jones teamed with Sarah
Matherly, a sophomore from
Pella, Iowa, earning a 7-5 record
and second team honors. Vander
Klok's doubles partner was
Maria Brasser, a junior from
Grand Rapids, Michigan. The
duo finished 6-5 and were
continued on page 5
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Grads will do the talking in Jubilee video
James C. Schaap
Honestly, the person who is likely mostresponsible for the shape and vision ofthe 2005 Jubilee multi-media
presentation is Michelle Wynia, a 1996 grad
who has taught middle school language arts in
Ontario, California, ever since she graduated.
Whenever I speak to her---or read her e-
mails-she asks about her students, the ones
who come to Dordt, even though they've been
out of her classroom for years. The fact is, she
still thinks of them as hers.
A few years ago I was in Ontario for an
alumni function when a woman came up to me
and pointed at Michelle. "She's your best PR,"
that woman said. "You send us grads like




But I'd heard it before. In the last twenty
years I've done more than my share of
gallivanting around Dordt's constituency, and
I've frequently been blessed by the unsolicited
comments of people-Dordt people, Calvin was built, 1 remember taking the Dutch- was meant to create something of a quilt, a bit
people, all kinds of people-that insist Dordt American novelist Frederick Manfred to see it. of this (an atWete, a singer, an engineer, a
grads contribute wonderfully to their The two of us were alone beneath those huge businessman, a teacher), and a bit of that
communities. When they graduate, they not organ pipes. He stood on the stage, looked (someone from the '50s, the '60s, the '70s,
only take jobs, they take positions in schools, around the empty spaces, and shook his head. etc.). And we wanted some geographic
neighborhoods, churches, and organizations, "If you would have told me that someday my distribution-alums from the Midwest,
and they are a blessing. people would build this kind of place here in the west coast, and "out east" (as we say).
When we first began to talk about the Siouxland," he told me, "I wouldn't have Different ages, different occupations, different
shape of Dordt's traveling celebration, some believed it." lives.
thought it would be nice if we could create a That's a story-no doubt about it. What We think that woman in California had it
show akin to the Christian Reformed Church's was a third-rate mink ranch is now the right: our alums are our best public relations.
Our Family Album, a musical review that spacious home to 1200 students (give or take a But we're adding this. Those grads are
featured a gang of Dordt grads who sang and few) who work and play on a gloriously not just good PR, they're also our greatest
acted their way through the history of the endowed campus. reason to celebrate fifty years out here on
Christian Reformed Church of North America But I'm not sure how to stage that story God's spacious prairie ground.
inlrpmetitll.tilllrtllllIWllS WlIl'!llIy-rece!ved __ .&ilher~,..b0w-to-d0cument..fue-d0gged I've.been at the job now for .most of this
from coast to coast. persistence that created the place and year. Got a ton of work in front of me before
I backed off. Didn't seem possible to me. incredible generosity that has blessed it. the whole show gets some feet beneath it.
After all, the history of Dordt College does not That's why we settled on profiling alums, Pressure's on. I better deliver.
include a century full of rugged immigrant a few of the hundreds who graduate from this But let me go out on a limb here. When
stories. Dordt hasn't been a part of two world ex-mink ranch armually, who march out from the celebration itself---or some part of it-
wars, a depression, and some horribly divisive the chapel to take a place in churches and shows up in your area, you're not going to
church splits. While Dordt has a history, that schools and institutions that create community. want to miss it.
history does not include the essential quality Here's the theory: for this celebration, It'll be good. Some of our students will
of a good story-e-conflict. we're going to let our grads do the talking. Let tell stories and sing, and a whole bundle of our
Some of you know that we suffered our grads spread the joy. Let our alums shine. alums will tell you what they're up to, smiles
something of an identity crisis in the early 70s, Let them tell their stories. Let them talk, not on their faces, joy in their hearts, praise on
but that story isn't really stage-able for a ton only about what they might owe to Dordt . their lips.
of reasons. College, but more importantly, what they d<>-- Don't miss it. Thanks, Michelle-s-from
Which is not to say Dordt's very now-s-in those places where they live. Ontario and Sioux Center.
existence isn't a good story. When the chapel So we chose eight stories in a pattern that
InDr. James Schaap's office stands a photo of his American novel class of 1996 during a visit to Willa
Cather's borne. Michelle Wynia is in back, second from the right.
Dordt's track team is productive on and off the track
Ross Goheen What a great group of students. I can'ttell you how impressed I was withtheir enthusiasm and hard work,
was the reaction of Cathy Tompkins, volunteer
manager for the Salvation Army in San
Antonio, Texas.
The students were members of Dordt
College's men's and women's track teams, and
their enthusiasm and hard work were observed
as they did volunteer yard work at the San
Antonio Hope Center. The volunteer work was
part of Coach Syne Altena's spring break trip
south with the track and field team, allowing
team members to get in some early outdoor
practice, some early competition, and to work
together on a project serving others.
Dordt's track teams have earned a
reputation as a productive work crew from past
trips to Texas, and the Hope Center was
delighted to have them back for the second
time. Each trip south has a different cast of
athletes with varying successes in the track
meets in which they compete, but there is one
constant: the athletes seem to amaze the
beneficiaries of their service project with their
penchant for hard work and the amount they
accomplish.
Team members enjoyed side trips to South
Padre Island and to Mexico between their work
on and off the track. They participated in track
meets at the University of Texas Pan American
in Edinburg, Texas, and at Pittsburg (Kansas)
State on the way home. The athletes performed
well against mainly NCAA Division I and
Division ITteams, winning a few events and
qualifying one athlete for NAIA nationals-
Jacque Scoby in women's javelin.
Noted Rick Vander Berg, Dordt's atWetic
director, "Our NAIA level of athletics enables
student-athletes to have these unique
experiences away from, as well as within, the
competition arena. It allows a wholesome
balance of academic excellence, good atWetic
competition, and social and spiritual growth.
That balance is too often scarce for college
athletes."
Track team members spruced up the grounds at the
San Antonio Salvation Army.
~----------==----------~~-_._--
The Greeks is second play this year held for ACTF
The Dordt College Theatre ArtsDepartment has been notified thattheir performance of the The Greeks:
The Murders is being held in consideration
for possible performance at the regional
ACTF (American College Theater Festival)
to be held in St. Louis next January. In
addition, costume designer Sue Blom has
been invited to bring the costumes to the
festival for the annual costume parade.
The Greeks: The Murders was directed
by theatre arts instructor, April Hubbard, and
performed in New World Theatre in April.
The modem adaptation of three Greek
tragedies features the stories of Hecuba,
Agarnemnon, and Electra.
ACTF adjudicators attend each theater
event at participating college campuses and
hold plays in consideration until all
performances have been presented. They then
select a handful of the best ones to be
performed at the annual festival. At regional
competitions, judges hold performances to
advance to the (noncompetitive) national
festival.
Last year, Dordt College was one of
seven Midwest colleges from Colorado,
Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri,
Nebraska, North and South Dakota selected
to perform at the regional festival in Denver
with their fall show, All My Sons. The play
was then held for national consideration, a
first in Dordt College history.
Hubbard says she was thrilled and
Greek siblings Electra (Beth Knight) and Orestes (Jonathan Horlings) are joyfully reunited in this scene
from The Greeks: The Murders.
pleased when she got the call, and admits that
she held the news for a day from the students
so that she could announce it at an end of the
year social the next day.
''The students assumed we hadn't been
held since they hadn't heard, so the surprise
was even sweeter for the actors."
Being "held" affirms for the students
that they have been doing good work,
Hubbard says. "In fact, having All My Sons
go to ACTF this year may well have been
part of the reason why they did so well in The
Greeks," she says. ''They knew it was within
reach if they worked hard."
And they did. Hubbard says the actors
were an excellent, supportive community for
each other. ''There were no prima donas.
Everyone worked together and worked hard.
!t's good for them to know that others believe
they've done good work too."
First annual IdeaFest kicks off this spring
Billed as an "InterdisciplinaryCelebration of Research at Dordtf College," IdeaFest, with the help of a
few free pizzas and pots of freshly brewed
coffee, drew good crowds at each of four
venues on April 22. More than two dozen
students gave presentations based on research
they had done for papers or posters. Senior
artists were on hand in the gallery to talk
about work in the current senior show, and a
student-produced film, "Snow Angel," was
shown.
"I found IdeaFest fascinating," says
senior Matt Visker. "As a presenter, it felt
good to be able to showcase the work I had
done during the semester. As an observer, I
enjoyed hearing speeches and reading posters
on a variety of subjects. I hope that IdeaFest
continues in the future."
The driving force behind IdeaFest was
history professor Dr. Paul Fessler. But the
idea wasn't only his, he is quick to point out.
Fessler had toyed with the idea of setting up
such an event at Culver Stockton College,
where he taught before coming to Dordt. A
faculty forum presentation by Physics
Professor John Zwart earlier this year and a
discussion afterward among several faculty
members prompted him to make it happen.
Andrea De Jong was one of many students who
presented a precis of a research paper at IdeaFest.
"Students don't often get to see what
their fellow students are doing in other
disciplines," he says, adding that students in
athletics, music, theater, and art have more
tangible ways to show their work. He admits
that it's harder to make academic work
accessible, but believes IdeaFest helped do
just that.
Visker agrees. "Athletes and musicians
have games and concerts to showcase their
talents in those fields. Students should also
receive recognition for the academic
achievements."
Fessler also believes it helps send the
message that it's okay to work hard. "Our
culture tends not to respect or praise academic
work," he says. "IdeaFest celebrates academic




Even though Fessler was out of town
at a conference the day of the event, he's
received many encouraging e-mails and
responses from students and faculty. He
credits other faculty members with helping
make it possible by encouraging students
who had done good work to give
presentations and chair the different
sessions.
"IdeaFest was a great way for students
to see what students in the other disciplines
and classes are doing, as well as a way for
students to practice presenting their work,
especially the work that does uot get
presented during class or at other
conferences," said Christina Eggink.
"I'd definitely recommend making this.a
yearly event."
Cartie Spronk, a Dordt College organmajor, has had noteworthy success inseveral recent organ competitions.
Spronk, a sophomore from Edgerton,
Minnesota, competed in the Music Teachers
National Association (MTNA) competition in
Kansas City, Kansas, on March 30. She took
third place among five mostly graduate-level
organists in the national competition.
On April 2, Spronk earned second place in Carrie Spronk
the Region VI American Guild of Organists
(AGO) competition in Minneapolis. The five contestants in this competition were from
Luther, St. Olaf, and Dordt. Both Spronk and the first place winner were asked to perform
in a recital for the AGO chapter in Minneapolis on May 2.
Spronk also entered the Rodlund Scholarship competition this year and was awarded
$500 as an outstanding undergraduate student among graduate student competitors.
Carrie, the daughter of Harlan and Diane Spronk, began organ lessons as an eighth
grader after attending a class at Dordt College's Discovery Days. For several years, her
parents drove her to organ lessons with Dr. Joan Ringerwole.
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awarded honorable mention.
The Defender men are coached by
Dr. Len Rhoda and the Lady Defenders
are coached by Rudy Folkerts.
Golf
The Defender men sent MikeRoetman to the NAIA Region IV
golf meet hosted by Landsmeer Golf
Club in Orange City, Iowa. Roetman
advanced to the regional meet after a
top ten finish in the GPAC meet,
earning all-conference honors.
Roetman was just ten shots out of a top
ten finish in the two-day, 54-hole event.
Softball
The Dordt College softball tearnfinished the 2004 season with a
pair of losses in the GPAC post-season
tournarnent. The losses capped a year
in which the Lady Defenders were
4-27 overall and 10-14 in the GPAC.
Katie Bleeker, a junior from
Inwood, Iowa, earned first tearn all-
conference honors for the second year,
leading the tearn in batting average
-.304, runs scored-20, hits-38,
doubles-Z, triples-4, home runs-3,
runs batted in-23 and walks-H.
Bleeker handled over 90 percent of
her chances at shortstop flawlessly.
Ashley Schuller, a senior from
Ripon, California, was 8-12 on the
mound and pitched 121.3 innings for
the Lady Defenders. She struck out 49,
surrendering a 3.48 earned run aver-
age. Schuller was awarded second
tearn all-GPAC honors.
Denise Noonnan, a junior from
Jenison, Michigan, earned honorable
mention. Noonnan had a .228 batting
average with a home run and 14 runs
batted in with 28 hits. Noonnan also
pitched 21 garnes, going 5-15 with a
3.91 earned run average in 119.6
innings.
Coach Don Draayer leaves after
ten seasons as head coach, having led
the Lady Defenders to three berths in
the NAIA Regional tournament in the
past five years and the school's only
berth in the NAJA National Softball
Tournarnent in 2001.
Baseball
The Dordt College baseball tearnwrapped up the 2004 season with
an 8-30 overall mark and a 5-19 GPAC
season. Brandon Haan, a sophomore
from Sioux Center, Iowa, was the
Defender's top pitcher, accumulating a
3-6 record despite an earned run aver-
age of 3.64. Haan's earned run average
was sixth in the conference. Haan
worked 59.3 innings for the Defenders
and struck out 44 while walking 24.
Opponents had a .237 batting average
against the righthander who earned
second team all-conference honors.
Haan also batted .239 with 27 hits and
17 runs batted in. Haan was an honor-
able mention pick last year.
Ryan Lane capped his Dordt
College baseball career as an honor-
able mention selection after batting
.275. The Aztec, New Mexico, native
led the team in hits with 30, runs with
19, and doubles with six.
The Defenders played the 2004




back on their education
Sally Jongsma
Asked to describe the greateststrength of their education atDordt College, five
seniors in five different majors from five
different communities in North America
all responded similarly. They believe that
they have been challenged to think in ways
they did not anticipate when they entered
college.
The students began their studies at Dordt
College four years ago as recipients of the
2000 Distinguished Scholar Awards.
Reflecting on their education a month before
graduation, they were appreciative of the
Christian worldview they've developed










when I got to







I learned some very good reasons for a
Christian to develop technology and how
to do it in a more Christian way. I expect
that this knowledge will make me a bet-
ter engineer because I will not only have
technical training, but I will also have an




Don Stenberg, an engineering major
from Lincoln, Nebraska, cited "digging into
Christian philosophy" as one of the most sig-
nificant parts of his education. He learned, he
says, that being a good engineer is more
than being good at mathematics and physics.
Serving God as an engineer means under-
standing that God's Word applies to the
whole creation and then learning what that
means.
Katie Kroese, a business major from
Hull, Iowa, says she's been taken beyond her
Distinguished Scholar recipients for 2004 named
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Andrew Hoeksema, Katie Kroese, Matt Bakker, Kyle Van Arendonk, and Don Stenberg learned much, but also
gave much during their college years: leadership in the classroom, clubs, student forum, committees, and athletics.
discipline to see the world more "holistically."
It's not just about balancing a balance sheet,
she says, it's about learning how to think
through issues, apply what she's learned, and
want to learnmore. "College has been a
maturingexperience that's changed my view
of the world,"Kroese sums up.
"Learningis for service,"
says Andrew Hoeksema, a philos-
ophy and Spanish major from San
Diego, California, sumnting up
what he's learned. He values the
way his courses have given him
the tools to try to put that vision
into practice.
Matt Bakker, an environ-
mental studies major from
Winnipeg, Manitoba, says that the
Christian perspective out of
which he's been taught has been
more intentional than he ever
experienced before. The focus on
integrating what he's learned
from one discipline to another has
given him a better understanding
of the world and his place in it.
For Kyle Van Arendonk, a pre-med exer-
cise science major from Pella, Iowa, taking
courses like political studies and Gen 300 and
going on PLlA (spring break
service projects) will shape the
way he thinks about his role as a
medical doctor. Political studies
and Gen 300 challenged him to
wrestle with social and political
issues from a Christianperspec-
tive, and seeing poverty face-to-
face on PLIA has made him con-
sider giving time to working in
poor areas of the world.
For these students, the terror-
ist attacks of September 11, 200 I,
will always be associated with
their college years. That event,
along with service experiences,
off-campus prograrns in other
countries, and issue-oriented
courses like Gen 300, have
helped them put the more spe-
cialized courses in their majors in context, the
students say. All of them are excited about
theirmajors and the career opportunities
they open up and they feel confident about
the skill and knowledge they've
developed through those courses. All
Distinguished Scholar Award recipients have been announced for the 2004-2005
school year. Eight seniors from across the United States were selected for litis honor
and the accompanying scholarships. They are Jessica Assink, Walnut Creek,
California; Jesse Aukeman, Byron Center, Michigan; Kimberly Deelstra, Shoreline,
Washington; Cristy Gesink, Montrose, Colorado; Julie Ooms, Lansing, lllinois; Andy
Schroedermeier, Sioux Falls, South Dakota; Micah Schuurman, Winfield, lllinois; and
Kimberly Spronk, Edgerton, Minnesota. Distinguished Scholar Awards are the highest
recognition of academic excellence offered by the Dordt College Office of
Scholarships and Grants. Each $9,000 scholarship is awarded to an incoming first year
applicant based on his or her cumulative high school GPA, his or her score on
ACT/SAT exarns, and an essay written during Distinguished Scholar Day activities
conducted at Dordt College in February. This year fifty-five applicants met eligibility
standards for the scholarship, which are a minimum 3.75 GPA and a score of 30 or
higher on the ACT. The scholarship is renewable for an additional three consecutive







one of my decisions
and actions. Why
arn I doing litis,
and whom is it
affecting? One of
the major themes on
campus is
striving for a truly
Christ-like world-
view. In order to act
litis out, Christians need to be aware of all
of the activities and situations around
them and throughout the world. As we
know that God is sovereign over every
square inch of creation, we need to care
for and develop even the smallest details
to truly fulfill his purpose for our lives. In
all aspects of life I need to seek God's
direction by staying informed on issues
and developing my relationships with
others.
My accounting and overall business
education at Dordt College has equipped
me with the knowledge to effectively
function in business. However, my
classes, professors, and peers have taught
me far more than business functions.
I have learned how to best represent
Christ in all aspects of business. We
examined ethics of different business
situations and possibilities. I appreciated
the perspective from which the professors
teach as I learned from their experiences
and Christian backgrounds.
good students, they
expected to be well
prepared in their major.
So in reflecting on their
college years it is not
surprising that they





formative for him: a
summer at Au Sable
Institute for Environmental
Studies and an environ-
mentally-focused semes-
ter in Belize. Waking up
to snow-capped moun-
tain peaks and exploring coral reefs and the
. jungle gave him a heightened awareness of
the creation as God's world and has shaped
his goals and his understanding of the envi-
ronment.
"The strength of a liberal arts
education is its general education courses,"
says Hoeksema, who appreciates the variety
of issues he was exposed to in classes such
as Western Civilization, Introduction to
Philosophy, Perspectives in Biblical
Theology, introductory environmental stud-
ies courses, and Gen 300: Calling, Task and
Culture. He also is appreciative of electives
such as Advanced Expository Writing and
History of Calvinism.
Unsolicited, Gen 300 comes up several
times. "It's a wonderful course to prepare us
for life," says Kroese. "We leam to look at
issues, develop an understanding of what
they involve, and take a stand." She and oth-
ers in the group appreciate the fact that pro-
fessors push them to see points of view they
may not be familiar or even comfortable
with. They also appreciate that professors
speak boldly on issues and challenge stu-
dents to understand that although few prob-
lems have simple solutions or answers, they
must wrestle with them as Christians and
take a stand.
Andrew Hoeksema
During my four years
here at Dordt I learned
that education is not to be
pursued merely for the
sake of education. I have
been trained to take what I
have learned in and
around the classroom-
from the most abstract to
the most tangible-and
consider how I might bet-
ter serve God and love my
neighbor. I pray that this
same principle of living a
life directed by love and
service of others for God's glory will
continue to guide me in the coming
years as I seek to be active in church-
based community renewal and political
activity.
In my philosophy classes, I appreci-
ated how the professors challenged us to
profoundly examine a wide variety of
patterns of thought and hold them up to
the light of Scripture. The setting of
small classes fostered much personal
reflection on and engagement with
every topic that we studied. I was
given the chance to dig deeper into
my own Reformed philosophical




At Dordt I focused on
preparation for medical
school, but I gained a much
broader perspective that
included many topics and
ideas outside my area of
emphasis. This broad edu-
cation will be very benefi-
cial to me as I leave Dordt
and encounter the many
iruportant issues that
Christians face in society
today. This broader focus
will inevitably make me a
better physician as well.
My exercise science major allowed
me to combine my interests in sports
medicine and the broader field of
science. The pre-med program at Dordt
has both prepared me well for medical
school and given me a unique, Christian
perspective on the human body that I
can take with me as I enter the field of
medicine.
Hoeksema, who thinks Gen 300 is a
good capstone course, would like to see
interdisciplinary issues like those currently
addressed in the course-biotechnology,
poverty, and gender--come up earlier in the
curriculum. He agrees, though, that first-year
students may be less interested in or less
capable of seeing the significance of these
and other issues as compared to seniors.
Stenberg, too, appreciates the opportu-
nities to wrestle with cultural dilemmas. "It's
good to be presented with ideas and have
opportunities to share your ideas,"
he says. "It's also important for students to
have the freedom to disagree with their
professors." Sometimes that is difficult for
students. He says he has grown in that
ability, coming to Dordt College as a very
shy person but growing in confidence and
leadership abilities.
Van Arendonk points
out the lifelong value of
friendships forged in col-
lege-friendships he will
miss but which he hopes
will last for a lifetime.
For the most part, the
five seniors say they
wouldn't do anything dif-
ferent if they had to do
college over again.
"I regret that I didn't
have more time to hang
out without studying,"
says Stenberg, as the
semester and his college
days near the end.
"I try to live without
regrets," says Bakker, who consciously tried
to explore things he wasn't convinced he
could do. He signed up for voice lessons,
never having sung. He sang in Chorale
for four semesters and loved it. He
auditioned for a play and ended up getting
a commendation from the reviewer for his
performance.
All five are ready go on from here.
Stenberg plans to spend a year working with
his wife Tiffany, an ag major, at an orphan-
age in Bolivia, teaching children how to
farm. Eventually he plans to go to graduate
school in nuclear engineering. Kroese will
teach English in China next year while she
eams her MBA. Van Arendonk begins med-
ical school at the University of Iowa. Bakker
is moving to New York State and will look
for a job with a small non-profit environ-
mental organization. Hoeksema, who wants
to work in an organization combining
ministry, politics, and community service,
will serve as the advertising intern for
Sojourners magazine next year.
Says Bakker, "I'm excited to be able to
live more deliberately,
discovering how to live well."
"The time went by fast," concludes
Kroese. "It's interesting to see where our
education has brought us." --
Matt Bakker
Over the past
few years, I have
seen a tremendous
growth in my will-
ingness and desire
to struggle with the
issues of our day-
a growth not only in
the depth, but also
in the scope of my
concern. I was very
conscious of envi-
ronmental problems
prior to coming to
Dordt, but have
come to see that my attention may not
stop there. Issues of poverty and justice
are on my mind as never before. Strangely
though, realizing the complexity of the
world and of its ailments has not crushed
my hope. Rather, it has excited me to
discover how I might live well in the
place I find myself. My experiences at
Dordt have instilled in me a deep longing
for shalom, which I have no doubt will
motivate me towards more energetic
kingdom service.
Environmental studies is a wonder-
fully comprehensive field; I can hardly
think of a contemporary issue that doesn't
have some environmental component or
connection. The multi-disciplinary
approach taken by Dordt's environmental
studies department demonstrates a real
desire to engage tough questions and not
to settle for easy answers. This program
emphasizes that responding faithfully to
environmental problems requires knowl-
edge in many areas. One has to have a
firm understanding of how the world
works, but also of how political and
economic systems function, for example.
Graduates process to the










Thirteen social work majorsheaded for the Twin Cities
in April to visit several social
service agencies. The purpose
of the annual trip is to give
students a better sense of the
different careers available to
social workers, says Dawn
Kooiman, a senior from
Worthington, Minnesota, who
chairs the student Social Work
Association. About a quarter of
junior and senior social work
majors made the trip this year.
The students visited a
domestic violence center, a
homeless shelter, a place called
Teen Challenge, and the
Minnesota AIDS Project.
The visits help give students
a better sense of the kind of
senior placement they might
like to request and what job
they might pursue following
graduation, says Kooiman.
Strategic Planning Report draws
a map for the next several years
Sally Jongsma
Strategic plans, five-yearplans, campus plans, longrange plans. The distinc-
tions sometimes blur to those
who aren't directly involved in
creating them. But to institutions
like Dordt College such plans
can be valuable tools.
Dordt College recently com-
pleted its latest Strategic Plan.
Approved by the board of
trustees in April, the plan is the
result of a two-year effort by
many members of the college
community. President Carl
Zylstra believes that strategic
planning is crucial for the
smooth and visionary running of
any institution.
"A strategic plan allows you
to agree on a direction for the
institution and then spend your
time implementing it without
rethinking that direction every
time something new comes up,"
he says.
Zylstra is quick to add that the next ten years," says Lesage. "This is a
the beginning of the process went more messy process with lots of people and ideas
quickly than it migbt have since the com- involved." He points out that the report is a
mittee reaffirmed the historic vision and working document that will have to change
mission of the college rather than re-envi- as needed, but it gives the college some-
sioning it. thing to work from .
•""fiIllllIl1'!!i'ofiujiri'ia~imPi.liiwmaiiistito~e,n.li,vren~ra,thftfterr,"lth"anrRf__ -;;,' ,__Y.lle,,,c ~o tt was guided by
four questions that they believe should
continue to be addressed prayerfully and
communally:
• How will we affect student
learning and other outcomes?
• How will we affect fmancial
outcomes?
• How will we modify our
processes to better accomplish
our goals?
• What staff and faculty
development will we provide to
better accomplish our goals?
With these questions in mind the
committee narrowed its scope to five broad
initiatives members believe will strengthen
r
Gwen Marra, who graduated in May with a master of education degree from Dordt College, draws on her Dordt College education
to teach students in the preschool she runs.
chaired a committee of faculty and staff
members assigned to reformulate the
current mission statement in a way that
articulates for today's students and
supporters what Dordt College is.
"A strategic plan helps us focus our
energies on what is most important," says
Dr. Jasper Lesage, who chaired the
Strategic Planning Committee and wrote
the report. Beginning with mission and
vision statements, the committee
examined how the institution could
best achieve its goals in today's
environment.
For Lesage, "focus" is a key
word. Important decisions need to
be made daily and interesting
opportunities arise regularly, but
working from a strategic plan
helps focus institutional energy
and resources on what has been
thoughtfully determined to be
strategically important.
''To every idea brought for-
ward we asked 'Is this strategically
important to our mission?" says
Lesage. The committee then asked:
"What are the key things that will
affect our ability to offer the kind of educa-
tion we are committed to in the next five to
ten years?"
That does not mean the report sets in
stone everything the institution needs to be
concerned about for the next ten years,
Lesage and Zylstra note. "It's hard ever to
see the whole picture, and even if you do
there are no easy answers," says Lesage.
He and Zylstra stress that the plan needs to
be directive yet flexible. ''We can't live as
though nothing will change around us for
Dr. Jasper Lesage, who
chaired the Strategic
Planning Committee,
has words of high praise
for the group made up of
seven members of the
college community and
representing faculty,
staff, students, and board.
"There was a lot of give
and take and challenging
ofideasi' he says, adding
that they continually tested
themselves for signs of
'group think' so they would
keep the big picture in
mind.
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the institution in the years ahead.
• Strengthen Dordt College's
leadership role in K-16 +
education.
• Invest in key academic programs.
• Cultivate new and existing relation-
ships with key constituencies.
• Develop a vibrant and supportive
learning community.
• Sustain the resources of Dordt College.
Two things in the report stand out as
very significant for Zylstra. The first is the
reaffirmation of the foundational principles
upon which Dordt College was founded
and has operated for fifty years.
"There's a temptation in a process like
this to say that starting principles were fine
for getting us going but we need to move
on from here," he says. "We've said we
want to continue to ground our education
on our founding principles and make them
even more viable."
Mission Statement
As an institution of higher education committed to the Reformed Christian
perspective, the mission of Dordt College is to equip students, alumni, and the
broader community to work effectively toward Christ-centered renewal in all
aspects of contemporary life.
We carry out our academic task by:
Developing a biblical understanding of creation and culture.
• Discerning the pervasive effects of sin throughout our world.
• Celebrating and proclaiming the redemptive rule of Christ over all
of life and all of creation.
• Nurturing a commitment to challenging the forces that distort
God's good creation and all of human activity.
• Offering academic programs, maintaining institutional practices,
and conducting social activities in a visionary, integrated, biblically-
informed manner.
• Fostering a climate in which discipleship becomes a practiced way of life
both on and off campus.
Second, Zylstra feels that rethinking
Dordt College's future as a nationally and
internationally recognized institution, with a
broader presence across the United States and
Canada, is crucial for continued growth and
influence.
For example, he says, the commitment to
giving leadership in education could not only
strengthen the preparation students receive on
campus, but also allow faculty members and
the Center for Educational Services to have a
more formative role in Christian schools
across the continent and around the world,
with Christian teachers in public schools, and
with homeschool organizations.
Board Chair Rev. Calvin Hoogendoom
says he is grateful that the plan reiterates the
college's commitment to being pervasively
Reformed. He believes the process "honored
the character of our Reformed identity-that
as a Reformed community we are always
reforming, developing, and growing." He
adds, "Whatever challenges we face demo-
graphically or whatever issues are thrown our
way philosophically, a Reformed community
should be willing to step up to the plate and
enjoy the opportunity." He also applauds the
commitment to expand Dordt's presence in
the world. Zylstra believes Dordt College's
strengths will help propel the successful
implementation of the Strategic Plan.
"Dordt College is recognized as a
college of Reformed principles. We are
known as a mission-driven institution. Even
if people know little else about us, they know
we take our mission very seriously. This
Science facilities will be upgraded with resources from the
next fund-raising campaign.
The Five Initiatives
Strengthening Our Leadership Role in
K-16+ Education
The Center for Educational Services will
provide professional development services
and resources to Christian schools and
Christian educators worldwide.
Invest in Strategically Important
AcadenllcProgr~
The general education committee will
review its current program and develop a
model that makes it more interdisciplinary
and more responsive to our changing world.
Efforts will be made to strengthen the two
largest programs, education and business
administration. Science facilities will be
upgraded and the natural science component
of the GE strengthened. The college will
explore developing an interdisciplinary




people a reason to
come," he says.
Dordt College
also has a strong
national zbi-nation-
al base. The inter-
national enrollment

















graphic area: there are simply fewer students
living in this area. Expanding its national and
international base will help increase enroll-
ment as well as enrich the institution through
diversity.
Although Dordt College boasts high
acceptance rates into graduate and profes-
sional schools by its students in the natural
sciences, the report notes that it is time to
upgrade laboratory and science classroom
facilities. Funds from the upcoming Jubilee
Campaign will be earmarked for this pnrpose
so that these programs can continue to pro-
vide !be kind of education students entering
professions in the sciences need today.
Zylstra is pleased with these and other
goals laid out in the Strategic Plan, calling
them realistic and bold. "We realize that the
need to be recognized beyond our current
area means some programming and attitude
changes," he says. Lesage agrees, noting that
strengthening some programs may mean
eliminating some others to better serve stu-
dents and the work that needs to be done for
Christ's kingdom. Strengthening programs
means also strengthening and rethinking the
general education (GE) program.
"We need a strong GE for our professional
programs," says Lesage. "Accrediting agen-
cies are increasingly requiring more general
courses to complement what students are
Building community happens in many ways: in the classroom, in worship, and in play.
biotechnology firms, The use of technology
will be evaluated and new ways of using
technology to enhance learning will be
explored.
Cultivate New and Existing Relationships
with Key Constituencies
Dordt College will strengthen its rela-
tionship to its historically strong CRC and
CSI supporters and expand its presence
among new constituencies in other Reformed
churches, non-CSI Christian schools, and
some evangelical churches and organizations.
It will also develop better ties with the local
community.
Develop a Vibrant and Supportive
Learning Community
Dordt College will work toward creating
an even stronger sense of common task
learning in their major." He cites accounting,
which is moving toward requiring 150 hours
of credit in contrast to the 120 hours most
institutions require for graduation.
"This is our strength," Lesage says of
the general education program. "If we want
Christians to enter and make a difference in
areas like business, they need a strong GE
foundation along with a business curriculum
taught from a Christian perspective."
Implementation of the plan now falls to
the various offices and departments of the
college, overseen by the academic council
and !be director of".......mg Curtis Thylor.
Hoogendoorn notes that for the report to
bring significant change, the campus commu-
nity will need to engage in a self-evaluation
process-which he admits can be painful.
But changes are often necessary for ongoing
development. The board, he says, clearly sup-
ports the initiatives.
''This is not a radical remaking of the
institution, but there are key things we have
to do," says Lesage. "We really worked to
seek the Lord's will for Dordt College in
2004." That isn't simply pious talk, he says,
and his thirty-five drafts of the report bear
this out.
Zylstra agrees. "We cannot rest on our
laurels. We need to move ahead in a spirit of
humility, yet with confidence."
among faculty, staff, and students, nurturing
an environment in which Reformed piety is
respected, encouraged, and practiced, and
diversity is appreciated.
Sustain the Resources of Dordt College
Fund raisers will look for new sources
of revenue and admissions counselors
will tap new groups of prospective students.
Funds will be available to faculty and
staff for enhancing and creating new
program initiatives and for doing Reformed
scholarship.
The college will review the roles of
services such as the Agriculture Steward-
ship Center, KDCR, the print shop, and
the bookstore and will review the admin-
istrative process. A campus-wide discussion







Each year teams of DordtCollege engineering students
present the results of their senior
projects to the rest of the student
body. Often the students work
with a company to design some-
thing they might be able to use.
BSI-Hardware in Sioux
Falls, South Dakota, sponsored a
team of four students from Dordt
College to design new test
eqnipment to add to their already
extensive test laboratory. The
Dordt students were given spe-
cific guidelines to follow, as well
as a budget. The project was to
create a cycle test machine for
swinging patio doors. The test
equipment allows BSI to test
various sizes of doors. Cycle
testing counts the number of
times a piece of hardware can be
operated before it "fails." Cycle
test scores are used to provide
manufacturers and consumers
with the life expectancy of cer-
tain products.
According to the Engineering
M B AJo LJ!!I filM"" "'", 'I'fm-
Eggebraaten, "The project was a
complete success. The team that
completed our project was well
trained, and we are very pleased.
This type of business and col-
lege partnership gives Dordt stu-
dents great exposure to the 'real
world' in engineering, and it
helps area companies too."
Pictured are two of BSI's engineers with
the four Dordt students who designed,
built, and presented the new "BSI
Swing Door Cycle Tester": Jeremy










Dr. Robb De Haan recentlyreceived word from the
North Central Region
Sustainable Research and
Education (SARE) grant pro-
gram that his proposal titled
"Teaching Tomorrow's Leaders
in Sustainable Agriculture" has
been funded.
The proposal notes that
while agriculture leaders begin
their agriculture education in
high school, teachers have little
opportunity to learn from inno-
vative fanners in the region.
The proposed summer
course, to be offered at Dordt
College, will be open to teachers
as well as college students. It
will help high school teachers
develop materials, courses, and
curriculum in sustainable agri-
culture. SARE and the Dordt
College agriculture department
want to alert high school teach-
ers to alternative integrated and
environmentally sound food
systems. Their ultimate goal
is to improve the economic,






Dr. Nolan Van Gaalen received the
American Society of Mechanical Engineers
Dedicated Service Award at the ASME region-
al student conference held in March. Van
Gaalen was commended for his long-term
work as an advisor to a successful Dordt
College ASME student section, as well as for











programs. In the past
few years, Van Gaalen has led workshops at
several ASME student leadership meetings to
help schools understand the details and report-
ing requirements of the contest. "It is not just
as a matter of competing with other schools,
but a way for student sections (including our
own) to better serve the needs of engineering
students," Van Gaalen says of the contest.
Dr. Duane Bajema, professor of agricul-
ture, served as a consultant for the U.S. Grains
Council earlier this year. He met with national
leaders in the pork production industry on
behalf of the Council to develop national
strategies for the pork industry in Mexico. The
U.S. Grains Council served as a catalyst for
the meeting; Bajema's role was to provide
advice.
Bajema also received author and articJe-
of-the-year awards from the Journal of
Agricultural Education for his piece,
"Aspirations of Rural Youth," published in
Volume 43, Number 3, 2002. The journal is
published by the American Association for
Agricultural Education.
Dr. Jim Vanderwoerd, professor of social
work, recently had an article published in the
Spring 2004 issue of Nonprofit Management &
Leadership (14, 3, pp. 239-262). The article is
titled "How Faith-based Social Services
Organizations Manage Secular Pressures
Associated with Government Funding."
Dr. John R. Visser, professor of business
administration, contributed a story to the book
College Faith: 150 Christian Leaders and
Educators Share Faith Stories from their
Student Days. The book is to be published by
Andrews University Press.
Dr. Nolan Van GaaJen
Dr. Thomas Wolthuis, professor of
theology, has been selected to participate in
the Wabash Center 2004 Workshop on Teaching
and Learning for Undergraduate Religion
Faculty. The program, which is funded by the
Lilly Endowment, Inc., gives religion faculty
an opportunity to reflect on teaching with
colleagues, to discover new pedagogical
methods and strategies, and to develop their
own teaching projects.
Dr. Ethan Brue, professor of engineering,
presented a paper titled "An Integral Approach
to Teaching History across the Engineering
Curriculum" at the Annual American Society
for Engineering Educators Conference in Salt
Lake City, Utah, in June.
In April, Dr. Bob De Smith of the Dordt
College. English department presented a paper
titled "Storms of Biblical Proportions: Echoes
of Shipwrecks and Storms in The Tempest" at
the 12th Nortbern Plains Conference in Early
British Literature held this year at Augustana
College in Sioux Falls.
Dr. Ken Bussema, director of Off Campus
Programs and Service Learning, spoke and con-
ducted a workshop titled "Nurturing Children in
the Lord: Reflections on the Nature of Children
and the TeachinglLearning Relationship" at the
International Conference of Reformed
Education held May 10-12 in tbe Netherlands.
Bussema was also
selected to partici-







Contemporary Dr. Ken Bussema
Issues" study tour in June.
Dr. Charles Adams, dean of the natural
sciences and professor of engineering, con-
tribnted an article, 'The Role of the Humanities
in Distinguishing Science from Engineering
Design in the Minds of Engineering Students,"
to Liberal Education in Twenty-First Century
Engineering: Responses to ABETIECf2000
Criteria, edited by Ollis, Neeley, and
Luegenbiehl, published by Peter Lang, New
York, 2004.
Chris Rehn, J.D., professor in the busi-
ness administration department, was chosen for
the CCCU faculty study tour to China in May.
The study tour is an abbreviated version of the
full semester cross-cultural program the CCCU
offers for students interested in studying in
China.
Dr. John Van Dyk, director of the Center
for Educational Services, spent time in Hungary
in February, participating in planning sessions
for the newly established Education Center in
Nagykoros (about fifty nailes southeast of
Budapest). This Center is connected with Karoli
Gaspar Reformed University and offers teacher
training and a variety of educational services.
In April, Van Dyk co-chaired an Education
Consultation in Grand Rapids, Michigan, at
which representatives from fifteen organiza-
tions and agencies met to discuss ways to more
effectively coordinate international educational
outreach activities. The Consultation was spon-













Wars: Open Conflict, Guerilla Insurgence, or
the Long Twilight Struggle?" On April 5, he
was the invited speaker at the Minnesota Corn
Growers Association annual meeting in
Minneapolis. He spoke on "Political Conflict
in Animal Agriculture."
On April 27, Janaison spoke at the Food
Systems Annual Meeting in Overland Park,
Kansas, on "Fighting the Animal Wars." On
April 30, he was the plenary speaker at the
European Union Intercoop annual meeting in
Helsinki, Finland. His presentation was titled
"Monster Foods and Consumer Angst:
Understanding How Consumers Allocate
Agricultural Blame."
Jamison has also had several articles
accepted for publication: a chapter in the text-
book Handbook of Plant Biotechnology, titled
"Political and Social Risk Amplification of
GMOs;" a paper accepted in the journal Crop
Science (forthconaing) titled "BT Com and
Political Conflict: A Case Study of
Biotechnological Conflict;" and a paper
accepted in the journal Transgenic Research
(fortbconaing) titled "Weird Science: A Case
Study of Risk Communications and Public
Relations."
Dr. Wes Jamison
Two faculty members earn doctorates
Students weren't the only ones graduatingthis spring. Education Professor PatKornelis and Environmental Studies
Professor Martbew Stutz also eamed diplomas.
In her dissertation at the University of
South Dakota, Kornelis looked at faculty and
student perceptions of quality in master of edu-
cation programs at CCCU (Council of
Chtistian Colleges and Universities) schools.
Most studies about quality are based on
objective criteria reported to organizations such
as U.S. News and World Report, says Kornelis.
She tried to look at quality in the context of
student learning. Using something called the
Comprehensive Theory of Engagement, she
surveyed faculty and students at several institu-
tions, asking them to respond to whether they
felt each of seventeen different attitudes-such
as faculty publications, number of alumni with
doctorates-were important to the program and
whether they existed in their program.
Nineteen schools participated, and
Kornelis is committed to sharing with each of
these schools an analysis that compares the
data she received from them to the overall
findings. Most agreed that the qualities listed
were important and that to varying degrees
they did exist within their programs.
Kornelis found that the greatest predictor
of student satisfaction in each program was
whether participants felt a strong connection
between what was taught in their courses, the
topic of their thesis, and their classroom prac-
tice. To Kornelis this points out the need for
Dordt College faculty to stay closely connected
with classroom teaching as they set up and
plan their program. She believes the results of
her study will be helpful to the education
department for future planning, giving the
department concrete data from which to make
decisions.
Matt Stutz's dissertation, done at Duke
University, focused on how barrier islands
around the world change.
"It made me feel a bit like an explorer,"
says Stutz, who visited barrier islands in the
Arctic, the Netherlands. the Southeastern
United States, and Brazil. But most of his
exploration took place at the Library of
Congress, studying countless maps-including
satellite photos-i-of the more than 2000 barrier
islands around the world. His dissertation,
"The Global Distribution and Morphological
Variability of Barrier Islands," was prompted
by Stutz's advisor and is the first study done of
all of the barrier islands.
"Storms are the big thing," says Stutz.
Made up of shifting sand from coasts, the con-
tinental shelf, and other islands, the islands'
location and form relates directly to sea level
and those storms of one type or another.
Stutz says the work piqued his interest in
coastal hazards and the effect that such events
have on geological formations. Relationships
in the ecosystem are similar to those in human
life: actions by one directly affect others.
Faculty Profile
Van Rys practices what he teaches
Watching how students develop aswriters between when they beginat Dordt College and when they
graduate keeps Dr. John Van Rys enthusiastic
about teaching.
"I see smdents early and late in their
college careers," says Van Rys, who teaches
primarily introductory and upper level
English courses. Although for some students
writing remains a
challenge all the way
to graduation, he is
always encouraged by
the development he
sees in their skills.
What's even more
fun, he says, is watch-
ing them develop an
appreciation for those




English 10 I that they
didn't realize how
important it would be
to be able to write
well. Seniors in his
Business and
Technical Writing course are usually eager to
learn.
"It's often after a summer or semester
internship where their supervisor told them
they have lousy writing skills that they begin
to realize how important it is to write well,"
he says. For others it's the realizalion that
law schools and medical schools demand
such skills.
"First-year students come with different
attitudes and widely varying abilities," Van
Rys says. He enjoys working with students
who love literature and writing as much as
he does and eagerly helps them mature in
their understanding and skills. In fact, when
pressed, he says his favorite course is
Dr. John Van Rys
Faculty news
Drs. Carl Fictorie, Tony Jelsma, and
John Zwart spent three days assisting
teacher Rod Kroschell (' 87) at Sioux Falls
Christian School middle school when the
state of South Dakota's mobile science lab
was at their school.
Dr. James c. Schaap's "Chasing the
Dawn," a meditative essay on Northwest
Iowa landscapes, was published in the May
2004 issue of The Iowan, in a spread that
Literary Theory, where students do a sub-
stantial study of a major literary work in the
context of different literary theories. The
challenge of helping his students evaluate
theories and develop their Christian
approach to literary study before they
get to graduate school is important and
one he relishes.
But he also enjoys working with
students from other majors,
some of whom aren't initially
convinced that learning to write
well is worth their while.
"It's a challenge to make
college writing relevant for all
students," Van Rys says. The
Business and Technical Writing
course is probably the most
"practical" course he teaches.
Students learn basic skills for
writing in the workplace. In the
process they develop their think-
ing skills and consider how they
will function as Christians in the
workplace.
Part of what keeps Van Rys
fresh as a writing teacher is that
he spends time writing as well.
An author for Write Source text-
books, a division of Houghton Mifflin, Van
Rys is constantly not only practicing his craft
but also discovering and developing new
methods for teaching writing.
"Teaching provides a wonderful touch-
stone for testing my thinking," he says. The
writin& assiS!'",ents be deve~ for the IeXt-
books bring fresliness to his teachlDg. Iii the
process these ideas get tested before they are
published.
"I love the relief writing gives from
teaching," Van Rys says. "It demands a
different kind of mental energy." He sees his
textbook work as service: helping teachers
and students find better ways to teach and
learn.
also included several of his photographs.
Fifty-five and Counting, a collection of
short stories, was also recently published by
Dordt Press.
Schaap spoke on "Farming the Back
40: The Backyard as a Source for Writing"
at the 2004 Calvin College Festival of Faith
and Writing. He also spoke to students at
Hull Christian School and South Christian
High, Grandville, Michigan, and read sto-
ries at SI. Joseph's Christian Reformed




was one of seven
organists to play in






fifty years. The college held a service in his
honor and invited seven alumni to perform
and playa hymn during a service based on
the Lord's Prayer.
Dr. Joan Ringerwole
"It's different from the more traditional
scholarship I did the first ten years of my
career," Van Rys says of his current writing.
While he misses doing scholarly research, he
enjoys the immediate practical impact he can
have through textbooks. and he appreciates
being able to work collaboratively with other
writers.
But even though Van Rys is focusing on
teaching writing for now, he has not left
scholarly research behind. An avid literature
scholar specializing in Canadian literature, he
admits that he would like to do more academ-
ic work in that field.
But for now he's content to push it to
"another era in his life," as he says. "The writ-
ing I'm doing for Write Source has opened my
eyes to other kinds of writing that I likely
wouldn't have explored if I hadn't been at
Dordt College," he says appreciatively, noting
that there are always trade-offs when you take
on new challenges. His current focus has
helped him see more concretely how writing
works in disciplines other than English.
Van Rys also admits that he has a bit
of a hug to do some creative writing-
probably humor or poetry. Although he
has written some poetry, and departmental
minutes he creates attest to his prowess with
humor, creative writing also may have to






Three Dordt College studentswere awarded honorable
mentions in the 2004 Nobles
County Area Art Show held
recently at Worthington,
Minnesota.
April Boogerd of Hull,
Iowa, was named to the honor-
able mention list in the print-
making/woodcut division for a
piece titled "Quintessential."
Amanda Terpstra from
Delavan, Wisconsin, also placed
in this category with "Bam 2."
In the black and white photogra-
phy division, Rebecca
Groenendyk from Leighton,
Iowa, received honorable men-
tion for her photograph,
"Lemons."
Eighteen Dordt College art
students participated in the show.
Dordt college Jubilee
-.AnT'~" ~~~~fIt,,~
Dordt CoUege will be celebrating its jubilee anniversary
- fIfty years of service to Christian higher education.
In honor of the occasion, we invite submissions of original plays




• Production of your playas Dordt
College's Spring 2005 mainstage show
• Provision for your attendance at
the play's dehut
Seeond & Third Places
• $750 and $250 awards
Suhmisslon Deadline:
August 1, 2004
Winner Announced: Septemher 17, 2004
To enter, send your manuscript to:
Juhilee Committee Attn: Dr. John H. Kok
Dordt College 498 4th Avenue NE Sioux Center, IA 51250
For more in/onnation call: 712-722-6434Visit wwwdorritedu1ellPn(0ubileelrlav.shtml or R-mail iyche/@lrJordtedu
DO R DT COLLEGE
Facnlty Positions Angust 2004
Dordt College is seeking applications in the following area:
Communication (Full-time or Adjunct)
Teach mass conununication, broadcast journalism and production, and introductory
courses in speaking and listening. Ph.D preferred; M.A. required.
Evaluation of applications will continue until the positions are filled. To learn more about
a position and receive application materials, qualified persons committed to a Reformed,
biblical perspective and educational philosophy are encouraged to send a letter of interest
and curriculum vitae/resume to:
Dr.RockneMcCarthy










The Lewis and Clark Chapter ofthe National Association of
Teachers of Singing (NATS) held
its student adjudication event on
the Dordt College campns this
spring, with eighty stndents,
mostly from regional colleges,
attending.
Each year NATS chapters and
regions host a day dnring which
singers perform and receive written
feedback. Eligibility levels range
from high school and college-age
stndents to adnlt vocalists taking
voice lessons with a NATS teacher.
The day began with a morning
preliminary ronnd in which
stndents sang for a panel of
adjudicators. A second round was
conducted in the afternoon, with
seventeen fmalists selected to
perform in an honors recital.
Awards were presented in each age
division following the honors
recital.
Lisa De Vries, a Dordt College student
from Orange City, was one of seventeen
participants selected to perform in an
honors recital in the NATS competition
held on the Dordt College campus
Saturday, April 3.
Dordt College stndents
participating in the event were
Elinor Booth, Anstin, Minnesota;
Sarah Slegers, Orange City, Iowa;
Amber Steggerda, Orange City;
Wilbert Talen, Charlottetown,
Canada; Josh Van Donselaar,
Grinnell, Iowa; Alan De Yonng,
Sonth Holland, illinois; Kelly
Hanenbnrg, Sonth Holland;
Amanda Vander Wonde, Knna,
Idaho; Lisa De Vries, Orange City;
Alecia Engelsman, Hndsonville,
Michigan; and Kate Lesage, Sioux
Center.
De Vries, Engelsman, and
Lesage proceeded to finals and
were selected to perform in the
honors recital, while De Young,
Hanenbnrg, and Vander Wonde




Annual Fund is more than icing on the cake
Without the Dordt College AuunalFund, scholarships would be lessabundant, facnlty development
funds more scarce, off-campus program slots
fewer, computer resources less plentiful, and
tuition costs higher.
Lyle Gritters, vice president for college
advancement, likes to talk:about annual fund
revenue as the resource that allows Dordt
College to maintain a margin of excellence.
It's not just icing on the cake; it makes the
difference between a high qnality, attractive
program and a bare-bones education.
"Realistically, we need to be competitive
with our tuition rates," Gritters says. He is
very conscious of the fact that higher
education demands significant financial
commitment and sacrifice by students and
their families. And pockets are only so deep.
Students and their parents, as well as
members of society in general, expect access
to opportunities such as those listed above.
And professors and administrators agree that
they are vital to a strong educational program.
Bnt tnition covers only eighty-five percent of
the cost of this kind of education.
"That percentage is similar to what other
institutions try to raise," says Wes Fopma, the
director of the annual fund. This year that
fifteen percent added np to $1 million.
Raising a million dollars from thonsands of
people requires many individual visits and
phone calls. Fonr full-time and four part-time
development representatives travel around the
conntry. And Fopma's stndent calIers staff the
phones every weeknight during most of the
school year.
As a result tuition is more affordable and
students have access to the latest technology
and more options for off-campus stndy. The
annual fnnd also helps maintain salary levels
that will attract qualified and capable
Facilities like the Mac Lab, offering state of the art technology for graphic design and music composition, are
made possible with Annual Fund revenue.
Reformed professors. It also funds grants and
scholarships for needy, deserving students,
many of whom would not be able to attend
withont financial aid.
"The annual fund also serves as a living
endowment," says Gritters. Older, wealthier
institutions depend on interest from their
endowment to provide regular income to fund
programs. Dordt College, as a young
institution with a small endowment, must
depend on the regular support of friends and
alumni to help provide the financial resources
needed.
As Dordt's alumni base has grown, so
have the number of donors to the annual fund.
The US News and World Report ranks Dordt
College high for the percentage of alumni
who contribnte to the college. Nevertheless
gift support has not kept up with increases in
Scholarship Donor
Banquet Date Set
The date for the Scholarship DonorBanquet has been set. This year's eventwill be held Satnrday, September II, in
the Campus Center. We look forward to host-
ing scholarship donors and the scholarship
recipients for a time of fellowship.
Planned Giving Report
Por this quarter our bequest incomewas $47,543.06. One new annuity wasfrrnded and two new members were
added to the Heritage Society.
Are you selling or transitioning your busi-
ness? Now may be an excellent opportunity to
think about a gift to Dordt College. Contact the
Dordt College Advancement Office to explore
your options. 712-722-6020
The 2004 phonathon






Calls weut out four nights
a week with most students
calling supporters two
nights a week.
costs. Students bear more of the cost of their
education today than they did in the past.
Dordt College is in a somewhat nniqne
situation, says Gritters. Partly due to its age
and partly dne to the fact that most graduates
in the early years entered lower-paying
service professions, Dordt does not receive as
many large contributions as many colleges. It
does receive smaller amounts from literally
thonsands of people. That is a blessing. It has
a strong core of people who support through
prayer as well as with money. But it also
makes raising the funds needed anonally
more challenging.
Dordt College graduates give broadly.
They snpport Christian schools, chnrches, and
mission and ministry organizations. Many
institutions have donors who give only, or at
least primarily, to their alma mater.
Students help raise funds to reduce
the debt on campus buildings
support and bnild on it for the future. Stndents
completed their calls on April 28 and have
received over $110,000 in pledges and gifts for
tltis year's drive, abont $22,000 from mailed
requests, and a little over $6,000 from church
offerings. We anticipate another $25,000 from
chnrch offerings.
With the end of the college's fiscal year
corning June 30, we trust that with the generons
response of our loyal donors we'll be able to
reach our goal for this year. May and Jnne are
generally good months for the Spring Debt
Reduction Drive as donors remit their pledges
and others consider making a gift. If you've
received a request, you still have time to
respond.
With the end of another year of student
calling, it's appropriate that a couple of senior
stndents be recognized and thanked for their
work over the years in the Advancement Office.
Mary Lagestee of Lansing, Illinois, and
Bethany Scheuers of Chino, California, have
invested many hours over the last fonr years
and have been important assets to our student
calling program. Adam Van Wyngarden from
Oskaloosa, Iowa, who graduates with a two-
year degree, has also been an important part of
onr program in his two years at the college and
will be missed.
WesFopma
The 2004 Spring Debt Reduction Drivewas launched the first week of Marchwhen thirty students began making calls
to parents of current and former students and
other friends of the college to ask them to con-
sider a gift. Gifts to the Spring Debt Reduction
Drive pay down the debt on current academic
facilities. This drive allows the college to
exclude debt reduction on facilities from stn-
dent's tuition expenses.
Last year the Spring Drive raised over
$170,000, the most in Dordt College's history.
The goal this year is to maintain that level of
AlumniNews
Judy Hagey
Director oj alumni relations
In a recent issue, Time magazine named its
100 most influential people in the world. Their
list inclnded most of the people you would
expect to see on such a list-presidents and
world leaders, stars of stage and screen, and the
heads of multinational
corporations. It also
included the narnes of
many who, although
they are not as well-
known, still wield con-
siderable influence.
These are the men and
women who are in posi-






attempt to identify the
persons of influence in
their organizations. Dordt College narnes a
Distinguished Alumnus/a annually-a graduate
whose personal and professional ~e gives evi-
dence of carrying the influence of a Dordt edu-
cation into his or her sphere of influence. The
John Calvin Award recognizes faculty members
who are diligent in developing and transmitting
a Reformational perspective. If they had the
opportunity to read the nominations submitted
by alumni, these professors might be surprised
at what they have said or done that is having a
life-long impact on a former student.
Elsewhere in this issue you can read Jim
Schaap's ''The Rest of the Story" detailing how
the Jubilee production carne about. What's
behind the telling of these alumni stories is
really an acknowledgement of the collective
influence of Dordt's alumni. Not many are
power brokers or in highly visibly influential
places, but most are making important differ-
ences in their sphere of influence. That alone is
plenty of reason for gratitude and celebration.




It's here. The Dordt College Online
Yftk:oIM to tM Dordt Cott..- Online
CommuniI»'.
9lck HIM, To Register Now!
Directory is finally here. For years you've
asked for an alumni directory. But you told us
you didn't want to pay much for one! You sug-
gested that if the directory information were
online it would be so much more efficient.
The directory is free and exclusive for Dordt
alumni. You must register to establish a user ill
and a password. You can update your
own profile and select what informa-
tion you want to reveal or hide. Once
you're registered you can locate fellow
alumni through a simple search (by
name or class year) or an advanced
search (by major, professional infor-
mation, city/state, etc.) Check it out at
www.alumniconnections.comldordt.
The online directory is just the
first part of the online community. In
the future we hope to add features like
class notes and discussion lists.
Scholarship recipients
The Alumni Association has awarded
scholarships to four junior students.
Thanks to generous alumni contributions and
growth in the alumni scholarship fund we were
able to increase both the size and number of
awards this year. Recipients are chosen on the
basis of their under-





House, Alberta, is a
biology major. She
says that as she
prepares for a career in
medicine, she can't
help but think of the Great Healer who not only
sought to mend souls but wbo had such
compassion for his
people that he tended
to their physical needs.
As a physician, she
hopes to minister to




major. She says that
she has come to the conclusion that God has
given her a gift for building relationships and
wants to use that gift for his glory. She hopes to







major. He plans to
become a professional tY
high school teacher
because he wants to
share the glory of God
with students in his classroom. He hopes to
open the world of litetature to the minds of his
students and show them what a delightful gift
language is.
Julie Perkins,
DeMotte, Indiana, is a
secondary edllanguage
arts major. She says
that at Dordt she has
learned more about
herself, about God,
about the church, and
about people. She's
also learned to struggle
with hard questions and yet take joy in the
faithfulness of God. Julie is committed to
working in an economically poor school
system, to bring hope to students often
considered hopeless, and someday to be
involved in bringing change at an administrative
level in the American public school system.
Jubilee Callers
Have you ever wanted to just get on the
phone and call your college IOQIIIwales and
friends to catch up on everything in their lives?
We're offering you the chance to do just that-
on our dime. We will provide a calling card
for anyone who agrees to call 6-10 classmates
and encourage them to come to the final Jubilee
celebration at Dordt in July 2005. It's not too
early to be making travel and vacation plans for
next summer. Be sure those plans include
making a call to the folks you want 10 see at the
all-college reunion. To obtain a calling card, call
or e-mail the alumni office.
Jubilee Events
Vision at Work and Play





• Video showings of
Vision at Work and Play
October 25 - Sunnyslope CRC,
Salem, Oregon
October 26 - Cloverdale URC,
Boise, Idaho
October 28 - Faith Comm. CRC,
Zillah, Washington
November 5 - Bradenton CRC,
Bradenton, Florida
November 6 - site TBA,
Lake Worth, Florida
November 9 - Unity CRC,
Prinsburg, Minnesota
November 19 - Grace
Fellowship Church,
Pella, Iowa





October 23 - Dutch Organist
Sietze de Vries in concert,
including his commissioned
work in celebration of this
event.
Convocations




academic year. Speakers will
include Dr. Carl E. Zylstra, Dr.
Arlin G. Meyer, Ms. Gail
Jansen, J.D., Dr. Harold D.
Trulear, Luke Schelhaas, Dr.
Nicholas Wolterstorff, Dr. John
B. Hulst, and Dr. James
Buswell.
D 0 ltD,}" H <' H
Iumni On Cine
COLLEGE
Vice President for College Advancement
Dordt College invites applications and nominations for the position of Vice President
for College Advancement.
Serving on the President's Cabinet, the VPCA is responsible for planning, organiz-
ing, implementing, and providing leadership to the institutional advancement and all
external relations activities at Dordt College. The VPCA must work in partnership with
campus faculty, staff, and administration, and will be responsible for participating in and
encouraging the cultivation and solicitation of major gifts.
Candidates should have a four-year degree in administration or education and a min-
imum of five years of related experience in a non-profit organization, preferably in edu-
cation. Experience with coordinating outreach and admissions activities is desired. Other
qualifications include demonstrated competence in resource development, exceptional
communication skills (written and oral), comfort with extensive travel, experience in
managing and leading a professional advancement team, and an ability to conceptualize
and frame strategies for development and fund raising.
Review of applications received will begin immediately and continue until the
position is filled. Qualified and interested applicants should send a letter of application,
current resume, at least three professional references, and copies of your college
transcripts to:
Director of Human Resources
Dordt College, 498 Fourth Ave. NE, Sioux Center, IA 51250
Phone: (712) 722-6017 Fax: (712) 722-1198
Email: sdroog@dordl.edu




















Henry Eekhoff (' 67), the girls basketball
coach at Sibley-Ocheydeo High School in Sibley,
Iowa, reached the 500-win mark in his thirty-
seven years of coaching career girl's basketball.
Stan Pilon ('75) has been appointed to a five-
year term on the Washington State Escrow
Commission. Pilon owns and operates Quality
First Escrow, Inc., in Bothell, Washington, where
he and his wife, Wilma (Pastoor,'75), live. Pilon
has worked in the escrow industry since 1982
and recently served as treasurer of the Seattle
Eastside Regional Escrow Association.
Edwin Neil Cnlbertson ('79) has been the
senior pastor for the Faith Presbyterian and
Christian Reformed Church of Guam for the last
twenty years. He is also the president of the
Guam Running Club. He and Janie Lou
(Kannegieter,'78) have one son, Chris Kelly.
On April 8, 2003, Dawn (Bos,'83)
Goslinga won the Deaver Teacher of the Year
Award for excellence in teaching. The award
is given to one teacher a year in each
participating Christian! parochial school in
South Florida. Dawn teaches at Trinity
Christian Academy in Lake Worth, Florida, as
music teacher for grades 1~12, violin and
piano teacher, and teacher leader for the
specials team (p.E., art, music, Spanish,
computers).
In a tribute read at the awards banquet the
following was read: "Mrs. Goslinga's quest for
excellence in teaching has touched each family at
Trinity Christian Academy. Dawn's willingness
to serve in our second and fourth grade
classrooms and now as a music teacher for
grades 1-12 has revealed her many talents. She
pioneered Trinity's strings and piano programs,
which have surpassed expectations and received
area-wide recognition. The proof of her worth is
evident in her students' love for music and desire
to do their best."
We'd be happy to share any
news you have about family
and career changes, or important
events in your life. E-mail
us at voice@dordt.edu
Future Defenders
Ken and Mari Grit1ioen ('84), Casey Robert, 5nJ04
Rick and Lori Faber ('88), Landon Richard, 3/12104
Simon and Deb de Jong ('89), Simon Rudolf, 12118/03
Angela (Siebring,' 89) and Edward VanWoerden, Adrian Edward, 4/18/03
Wayne and Emily (De Vries) Huisman ('89,'92), Jacob Karl, 3/1/04
Jeff and Janine (Bull'inga) Bnrgsma ('91,'91), Mya Abigail, 3/5/04
Joel and Leah (Reitsma,'91) Slenk, Carter Howard, 212/04
Eric and Jackie (Martinns,'92) Boss, Cheyanne Elizabeth, 1/12104
Bert and Kristi Reinders ('92), Claytoo Henry, 5/6/04
Hugo and Theresa (Schaver,'92) Saavedra, Luke Benjamin, 9/24/03
Jon and Diane (Bakker) Windemoller ('92,'92), Claire Elizabeth, 8/29/03
Mike and Maria (Huizenga) Byker (92,'93), Emma Marie, 3/15/04
Jeff Kollbaum and Kristin McCarthy-Kolibaum ('93,'93), Matthew Myers, 3/31104
Tony and Rohyn (Bosma, ex'93) Hamstra, Miriam Elizabeth, 2/26/04
Ira and Karen (Bakker,'94) Witt, Hannah Noel, 12130/03
Juanito and Karen (Martinns) Moore ('94,'94), Katrina Hadley, 2113/04
Gerald and Sharon (VanderKrnk) Kodde ('94,'94), Rachel Adrianna, 3/27/04
Mickey and Sherry Visser ('95), Rylee Paige, 12129/03
Michael and Mellnda (Conklin) Flllrkema ('96,'96), Tenley Grace, 4/1/04
Vince and Shannon Hnrsh ('96), Adriana Rose, 12113/03
Curt and Amber (Vande Griend) Bosma ('97,'96), Olivia Mnrie, 2119/04
Frank and Cipa (Nienhnis) Bnlk ('97,'97), Simeon Cornelius, 3/17/04
Matt and Julie (Rotman) Howerzyl ('97,'97), Allie Margit, 1212103
John and Alice Schelling ('97), Alana Faith, 11/25/03
Doug and Heather (Draayer,'97) VanderWeide, Blake Ryan, 7/19/03
Keith and Sheila (Veenstra,'97) Johnston, Hannah Rachel, 11/21/03
Kevin and Laura (VanderWier,'9?) DeHaan, Seth Kornelis, 3/12/04
Dirk and Lisa (Tebben) Zwart ('97,'98), Peter Tehhen, 4/19/04
Piet and Andrea (Schaap) Westerbeek ('98,'98), Pieter V, 3/14/03
Luke and Karla (Haagsma) Vander Lees! ('98,'99), Derrek Jay, 12130/03
Nick and Maria (Flilrkema) Noteboom ('99,'99), Nicholas, 3/7/04
Chris and Lisa (Zandstra,'99) Laud, Jonathan Christopher, 7/19/03
Cory and Anila (Van HiII,'99) Brown, Malori Grace, 10/19103
Mike and Tara (Van Wyk) Fransman ('99,'00), Edward James (E.!.), 1lI30/03
Dean and Micbelle (De Vries,'OO)Bogda, Zachary Warren, 213/04
Chad and Lora (Haveman,'OO) Petitt, Dylan Chad, 8/5/03
Matt and Karen (Hamilton) Van Schouwen ('01,'01), Tyler Reed 2127/04
Jeremy and Jaclyn Van Den Berg ('00), Hannah Faith, 3/1/04
Mike and Rachel (Mahaffy) Schippers, ('00, ex '02), Anneke Hope, 2120/04
David and Katie (Zwart) Epema ('02, '03), Carter David, 2126/04
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Joy (De Hoog,'93) Powell gave birth to
twins, Isaiah and Emma, on 10/16103.
Emma spent some time in the NeoNatal
Intensive Care Unit. They join siblings
Kelsey (8) Katelyn (7) Cora (5) and Eli (3).
Joy taught at Terra Ceia Christian School from 1993-1995. She now homeschools the three
oldest children. Her husband, Kenneth Powell, works for the Pungo Wildlife Refuge in
Pantego, North Carolina.
Dr, Steven Eckels (' 88), who is associate
professor of mechanical engineering and nuclear
engineering as well as director of the Institute of
Environmental Research at Kansas State
University, was recently one of five faculty
members to be honored for their outstanding
work with students.
Eckels says, "1 like to keep students actively
involved in the lectures by doing short, intense
group work that applies concepts we are working
on through the lecture. This keeps the student
engaged and leanning through the entire period. I
also make a firm commitment to the students that
Iwill be prepared for class and help in any way I
can."
Eckels bas been teaching at Kansas State
since 1993. He was the first recipient of the
American Society of Heating, Refrigeration, and
Air-conditioning Engineering's New Investigator
Award in 1995 and eanned K-State's James Hollis
Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching Award in
2003.
Simon and Deb de Jong (' 89) recently
moved to Kuna, Idaho.
Arlet Veurink ('89) received her master's
degree in special education from San Jose State
University in San Jose, California. She was also
elected to the Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi.
Ariet is the resource director/teacher at San Jose
Christian School in San Jose, California.
Jon and Diane (Bakker) Windemnller
('92,'92) live in Holland, Michigan with their
two children, Rowen (3) and Claire.
Wes and Jennifer (Dykstra) Sjaardema
('94,'94) live in Denver, Colorado. Jennifer
recently completed her RNIBSN degree at Regis
University and is working as an O.R. Nurse at S1.
Anthony's Central Hospital in Denver. Wes
recently passed his state boards for real estate,
and is working for REIMAX Alliance Aurora.
Lesl! (Hotma) Groen (27) graduated from
) !II!iiIliii eilbi!l\dlflli lillle 2003 anif earned an
Ed.S. degree in school psychology. She currently
works as a school psychologist for the Marysville
School District in Marysville, Washington.
Doug and Heather (Draayer,'97) Vander
Weide and their newborn son live in Prior Lake,
Minnesota. Heather works as a physical therapist
for the Institute for Athletic Medicine in Edina,
Minnesota. Doug works as a pilot for Northwest
Airlines, based out of Minneapolis.
Jessica Bowers ('99) graduated from the
Pacific University College of Optometry with her
doctor of optometry degree. She will be practice
in Minnesota.
Jessica Bubendorf ('99) completed her M.A.
in June of 2003 in the area of German Studies at
the University of Cincinnati. She received a
Fnlbright Teaching Grant for the 2003-2004
school year and is teachiog English in Augsburg,
More Twins
Dave and Denise (Groothuis, '90) Driesen
had twin girls born 2/3/04. Their names are
Dacey Autumn and Daelyn Alyssa. Dave
graduated from Dordt in 1988, and Denise
transferred to USD from Dordt in 1988.
Dave and Denise have three other children,
Drew Alexander (1995), Darienne Ashley
(1997), and Devyn Aleksi (2000).
Germany, at two high schools.
Cory and Anila (Van Hill,'99) Brown
recently moved Chicago to pursue career
development within their current company.
Heather (Williams, '99) Smith graduated
from the Edmonton Police Service on Febuary 6,
2004. She is now a police officer in the north end
of Edmonton, Alberta.
Robb and Tracy (petersen) Keizer ('01,'01)
live in Minneapolis. Tracy will be attending
Augsburg College for the next three years in the
Physicians Assistant program. Robb was recently
hired at Barr Engineering as an environmental
specialist.
Andrea (Voogt, '01) recently finished her
second year of Ph.D. Studies in cancer biology at
the University of Chicago.
Mike and Rachel (Mahaffy,'02) Schippers'
newborn daughter, Anneke, was born with
hypoplastic left heart syndrome with aortic
atresia (left ventricle missing, misfonned aortic
arch). She underwent life-saving surgery three
days after birth and was transferred from
Portland, Oregon, to Lorna Linda University
Hospital's neonatal intensive care unit to await a
heart transplant. Her parents are staying there
with her.
In Memory
Laura (Gritters '78) Hessiog passed
away on March 18 after a battle with cancer.
Pam DaaIe (' 86) Pietzman died on April
4 from breast cancer. Pann was a well-known
news personality in Denver and had been part
of the Channel 7 weather team since 1993.
Pam leaves her husband and two children.
Marriages
1lIdlIStIRsaper {'9Yjud D 1IIIl!ftlIllee;··""'b.,iOii
3120/04
Cory Brown and Anila Van Hill, ('99),
8/31/02
Matthew T, Nelson ('99) and Susan M.
Vandersluis, 3/19/04
Josh Vander Top ('98) and Elizabeth
Hartwell ('01), 9127/03
Robin Grindl ('01) and Richard Flores,
6111/04
Andrea Voogt ('01) and David Pontier,
6/4/04
Lani Van Someren ('01) and Tim Knutson,
9121/03
Carissa Neerhof ('02) and Mike Hoium
('02), 11/29103
Laura Schippers ('02) and Steve
Kleinheksel, 3/6/04
Conan Yates ('03) and Carol Hiner ('03),
12120103
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CEOMike Adams gets his opportunity to shape an
engineering company from his Christian perspective
Sonya Jongsma Knauss ('97)
Age thirty- three may seem a littleyoung for a president and CEO of acorporation that employs more than
200 people and expects sales of $50 million
in 2004. And that's a conservative estimate.
"I'm pretty much doing the same thing I
was doing before (as manager of engineer-
ing)," says Dordt alum Mike Adams ('94)
with a grin, "It's just that now I have the
authority to do it!"
Sitting in an office with several
"Achievement of Excellence" awards hanging
on the walls, Adams doesn't really look the
part of a CEO. There's no high-powered busi-
ness suit and tie, polished shoes, or air of
superiority. But he clearly knows and cares
about what he's doing, and he's confident in
his vision.
Adams, who with his wife Kim and four
young children lives in Sioux Falls, had been
an intern with Behr Heat Transfer in Canton,
South Dakota, as a student. He accepted a job
there after graduating from Dordt College.
Behr, with its headquarters in Stuttgart,
Germany, has produced heat transfer products
since 1905. The plant had been producing
cooling systems and components for vehicles,
including many agricultural, off- highway,
truck, and automotive customers. The com-
pany was shifting its focus to the automotive
industry and there was a possibility that its
Canton, South Dakota, plant would close.
At the time, Adams was the manager of
engineering at the Canton plant and a smaller
Cedar Falls plant. He enjoyed the work,
"Behr treats its employees well," he said,
"At that point it was sink or swim for them
because their business was growing so
quickly in the automotive industry, and they
were looking to divest themselves of some of
their other responsibilities."
So Adams put together a proposal for
buying the plant from Behr and taking over
its operations. But there was a catch-c-it had
to be kept completely confidential. He was
asked not to talk with anyone about the
potential sale, and he could not bring in out-
side investors.
Yet, "you'd be surprised at how many
roadblocks there weren't," says Adams about
convincing the state of South Dakota and a
lending institution to support his proposal to
keep the former Behr America plant running
as Adams Thermal Systems.
"I was really humbled by the whole
experience-s-it was really God working," he
said, "I had such a strong sense that this was
something God was going to make happen."
Adams made a presentation to the banks
and the state. "They took a larger risk than
they normally would have," he said. "Usually
they want to see a big-shot investor on
board." there's no other way to describe it
but providence."
After a low interest revolving economic
development loan from the state, a conven-
tionalloan from a local bank, and support
from the city of Canton, things were in place
for the purchase. The transaction was com-
pleted on January 1,2004, Since Adams
became the owner, thirty new employees have
been hired and the business keeps growing.
He hopes to hire seven more engineers of
varying experience levels in the next few
months, mostly mechanical but some
manufacturing and
industrial engineers
- the sooner the
better. "We're look-
ing for solid people
first, and are will-




grads who are look-
ing to relocate to a
new job.
"I was called






how he got from
intern to CEO at the
company. "I grew
up wanting to be an
engineer - not just
to make a differ-
ence evangelically
but to change the
structure, to be part
of a company and
help make its struc-
ture in a way that
God would be glo-
rified."
Adams is tak-







In preparation for the Jubilee
celebration, we are trying to find
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Kars, Carol Brink
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Bothof, Elaine (Te Velde)
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Mike Adams provides internship experiences for several engineering majors.
requires engineers
to examine technology and society from a
Christian philosophical perspective. He
worked with a class that his father, Charles
Adams, taught last semester, asking them to
help design an engineering company that is
"radically biblical." He hopes to implement
some of the ideas the class came up with.
"How could it be different from the
purely capitalistic model?" he asks. He is
already starting to make his own changes.
Economic justice is one of his concerns.
"We're a people-focused company," he
explains. "We're committed to the people
who work here, They're important and signif-
icant, and what they do on a daily basis is
very important.... That focus can get lost with
the drive for profit in a capitalistic system,"
Adams is trying to develop a payroll sys-
tern that demonstrates his understanding of
economic justice. For one thing, he wants to
share benefits expenses more equitably
among employees. Right now, lower earning
employees pay the same amount for benefits
as higher wage earners. He hopes to develop
a way to share benefits so that those on the
lower end of the pay scale also pay less for
benefits,
Adams also helped set some well-defined
goals for productivity and quality on the
product line and put a new tracking system
into place. Departments were given goals for
the year, which he says some met after just
two months. "We've had tremendous
response;' he says of efforts to encourage
employees to strive for quality and take pride
in their work.
The company is in good shape, with an
economic rebound in its segment of the mar-
ket late last year. They develop cooling sys-
terns for the off-highway, truck, and automo-
tive markets. Some of their key customers are
John Deere, Case New Holland, Cummins,
General Motors, and Freightliner.
Its current relationship with Behr is also
good. "We are their customer; they are our
customer," Adams says. "We supply product
and engineering services back and forth." He
says the transition has been smooth and Behr
has been supportive of the operation.
Adams believes his Dordt engineering
education prepared him in many ways for his
roles at Behr and now Adams Thermal
Systems. "Through an intense four-year pro-
gram, Dordt is able to provide its engineering
students with a well-rounded, top-notch tech-
nical education. This means not only the abil-
ity to develop solutions using various engi-
neering disciplines, but also the ability to
write and communicate those ideas to others."
He adds, "the Dordt engineering student is
challenged to place his work in the context of
his walk with Christ. This topic is particularly
relevant at Adams Thermal Systems as we
attempt to integrate our understanding of












































The Voice, an outreach of Dordt College, is sent to
you as alumni and friends of Christian higher
education. The Voice is published four times per
year to share information about the programs,
activities, and needs of the college. Send address
corrections and correspondence to VOICE, Dordt
College, 498 Fourth Ave. NE, Sioux Center, IA
51250-1606 or e-mail to voice@dordt.edu.
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